NATIONAL AMATEUR RETRIEVER CLUB, INC
Excerpts from THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION,
DATED March 22, 1957

The name of this corporation is NATIONAL AMATEUR RETRIEVER CLUB, INC.

The purpose of the corporation is to promote the breeding and field training and to
protect and advance the interests of purebred retrievers of all breeds; to conduct
annually under the name of NATIONAL AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP STAKE one
field trial open to retrievers under the rules of the American Kennel Club and the
rules and by-laws of the corporation; and do all things incident or conducive for the
stated corporate purpose.

This corporation shall not afford pecuniary gain, incidentally or otherwise, to its
members.

The duration of this corporation shall be perpetual.
No member of this corporation shall be — liable for any obligations of this corporation.

Membership in this corporation shall be limited to those clubs located within the
continental United States of America, whether or not incorporated, which have held
an American Kennel Club member or licensed retriever trial during the year prior to
membership In this corporation.

BY-LAWS
NATIONAL AMATEUR RETRIEVER CLUB, INC.
(as Revised June 14, 2008, June 19, 2010, June 1, 2021,
and June 13, 2025)

This Corporation, being governed by the Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation Code,
hereby adopts the following By-Laws as additional regulations.

MEMBERSHIP
1.01 A qualified club may become a member
A. By acceptance in writing of an invitation authorized by majority vote of the
Membership clubs of this corporation and issued in writing to such clubs by the
Secretary or
B. By making written application for membership and being elected by a majority
Vote of the member clubs of the corporation.

1.02  Membership in this corporation may be terminated

A. By written resignation of the member club filed with the secretary of this



1.03

2.01

3.01

3.02

3.03

Corporation and payment of all obligations then due from said member club to
this corporation.

By virtue of nonpayment of dues within thirty (30) days after delivery to the
delinquent member club and to the delegate of said member club of notice by
registered mail addressed to each at the last known address of each, from the
secretary of this corporation, and the receipt of one or both of them of such
notice; or,

Expulsion by the two-thirds vote of the entire membership of the corporation.

A member-club may be expelled or suspended

For conduct on the part of such member club or its delegate which in the
opinion of the members endangers the welfare or reputation of this corporation,
but the member club shall be given an opportunity to appear and defend itself,
or hereof :

For failure to pay ones dues after the mailing of notice as provided in 1.02 (B)
hereof.

DUES

Dues shall be payable annually in advance and shall be for a period from
January 1st to December 31st in an amount established at the annual meeting
and subject to change annually thereafter. Notice and demand for payment
shall be given by the Treasurer to each member club at least 60 days prior

to the beginning of the calendar year and the entire amount shall be

payable upon receipt of such notice and demand. Only member clubs whose
dues are paid by December 15th, prior to the beginning of the calendar year,
shall be considered in good standing. Points awarded to Retrievers in a trial
held by a club not in good standing shall not be considered in determining
eligibility for the National Amateur Championship Stake.

MEMBER REPRESENTATION AND MEETINGS

Immediately upon admission to membership each member club shall be
entitled to designate in writing one of its members as the delegate to represent
said member club at all meetings of this corporation. The member club may
replace said delegate from time to time by filing with the secretary a new
designation in writing of its delegate, who may be a member of any member
club in good standing. If the designated delegate is not present, the member
club may be represented by a proxy who shall be a person of lawful age duly
appointed by a written proxy filed by the member club with the secretary of the
meeting.

Each member club in good standing shall be entitled to one vote at all Meetings.

The annual meeting of this corporation shall be held on the day preceding the



Annual National Amateur Championship Stake at the location of such stake.

3.04 Special meetings may be called by the President and shall be called by the
Secretary upon receipt of written request from no less than five members
Designating a proper purpose of such special meeting.

3.05 A minimum of ten days written notice of all meetings shall be given to each
member club and to the delegate of each member club of the time and place of
every meeting duly called, and the purpose of all special meetings shall be stated
in such notice.

3.06 A quorum for any membership meeting shall be a majority of all members
voting in person or by proxy.

GOVERNMENT

401 The Officers and Directors of this corporation shall consist of six persons of
lawful age, qualified by residence for the office and who shall be elected by the
delegates from the membership by plurality vote, which shall be no less than a
majority of the member clubs of the corporation in good standing at the time of
such election.

402 The term of office of such officers and directors shall be for a period of one
year, and shall begin on the first day of August following the annual meeting
at which they are elected. The term of each shall continue until a successor
has been selected and has qualified.

403 The Board of Directors shall have full power to conduct the business of this
Corporation, shall have complete control over its property, shall establish its
Policies, shall conduct all of its business dealings, and shall exercise control
and general management thereof, and said directors shall be members of the
Field Trial Committee. Minutes shall be kept with respect to all meetings of the
Board of Directors. A copy shall be retained in the official files and copies
distributed to all Board Members.

4.04 The Officers, their duties and the required place of residence within the zones
where the National Amateur Championship Stake (hereinafter called Stake) at
the time of election shall be as follows:

A. The President, who shall be a resident of the zone where the Stake will be held
during his term of office, shall preside at all meetings of the corporation and the
Board of Directors, shall appoint all Committees, including the Nominating
Committee and the added members of the Field Trial Committee, and perform
the usual duties of a President.

B. The First Vice-President, who shall be a resident of the zone where the Stake



following the one in (A) above will be held, shall perform the duties of the
President during the absence or disability of the President.

C.The Second Vice-President, who shall be a resident of the zone where the
Stake following the one referred to in (B) above will be held, shall perform the
duties of President during the absence or disability of the President and the
First Vice-President.

D. The Third Vice-President, who shall be a resident of the zone where the Stake
following the one referred to in (C) above will be held, shall perform the duties
of the President during the absence or disability of the President, the First Vice-
President, and the Second Vice-President.

E The Fourth Vice-President, who shall be a resident of the zone where the
Stake following the one referred to in (D) above will be held, shall perform the
duties of the President during the absence or disability of the President, the
First Vice-President, the Second Vice-President, and the Third Vice-President.

F. The Secretary-Treasurer, who shall be one person, residence unrestricted,
whose duties shall be the usual duties of a Secretary and of a Treasurer,
including (but not limited by) the following:

1. Keep a complete membership list at all times, including the date of
admission and the proper name and address of each member;

2. Keep a complete delegate list at all times, including the proper name
and address of the delegate, the Member Club represented, and the
date of appointment;

3. Keep a list of proxies, including the date of filing;

4. Keep a file of all applications for membership, and all invitations to
membership and the written acceptance thereof;

5. Keep a record of all receipts and disbursements, and a record of all
properties of the corporation;

6. Send out notices of all meetings, notices of election, and send out
notices and demands for payment of dues;

7. Deposit all monies collected or received in a depository to be
designated by the Board of Directors, and keep record of such
deposits and all withdrawals which shall be by check;

8. Prepare reports of the financial condition of this corporation for each
meeting of the Board of Directors when requested;

9. Prepare the annual report for the twelve-month period ending the last
day of Sept. of the current year and a copy thereof be sent to the
secretary of each member club in due course,



4.05

4.06

4.07

5.01

10.Collect all dues and monies due the corporation;
11. Perform such further duties as the Board of Directors may determine.

12 Invest at his discretion, the Club’s funds in obligations of the United
States or of a political subdivision thereof provided said obligation is
rated “A” or better by at least one bond rating agency of national
standing and provided that the maturity shall be no more than one
year from the date of purchase.

Vacancies in said Board of Directors and office in connection therewith shall
be filled by the remainder of the Board of Directors for the unexpired term.

Funds shall be kept in a depository named by the Board of Directors in a
checking Account, subject to withdrawal by the Secretary-Treasurer; provided,
that the President may issue a check upon such account in case of the absence
or Disability of the Secretary-Treasurer, after ascertaining that sufficient funds
are available to honor such check in which event the President shall promptly
inform the Secretary-Treasurer thereof and furnish to him a duplicate of such
check for his files and records.

The Nominating Committee shall at each annual meeting present a slate of
officers and directors for the ensuing term as set forth in section 4.02 above, to
be voted upon by the member clubs. It shall be appointed by the President and
shall consist of four members of which no more than one shall be a resident of
any one Zone. It is further contemplated that unless in the opinion of the
President it is for any reason not feasible or not in the best interest of the Club,
normally this membership on the Committee shall consist of the immediate Past
President plus the President, the 1st Vice President and the 2nd Vice President,
with the immediate Past President acting as Chairman. The existence of the
Nominating Committee is not to be interpreted in any way as preventing
nominations from being made by others and voted upon at any annual meeting.

NATONAL AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP STAKE
The National Amateur Championship Stake shall be conducted annually

in Successive zone areas within the limits of the Continental United
States of America herein designated and described as follows:

_ Atlantic, which consist of the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio, Michigan, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida.

_ East Central, which consist of the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, lowa, lllinois,

Indiana, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama.

West Central, which consist of the states of Montana, North Dakota, WWyoming,

South Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas,
Arkansas and Louisiana.

. Pacific, which consist of the states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California,

Nevada, Utah, Arizona and Alaska.



The stake shall be conducted in the East Central Zone in 2025, in the Pacific
Zone in 2026, in the West Central Zone in 2027, and in the Atlantic Zone in 2028.
The Stake shall then return to the East Central Zone in 2029 and the sequence
repeated so that the Stake shall be conducted in each zone every fourth year.

502 The Stake shall be managed by a Field Trial Committee, three of whom
including The Chairman shall be appointed by the President from residents of
the zone where the Stake is held, who shall be members of any member club of
this corporation, and who shall indicate to the President a willingness to serve
at his or her own expense. The Officers shall be members of the Field Trial
Committee.

503 The site for the Stake shall be selected by the Field Trial Committee in
sufficient time to provide timely notice to all members.

5.04 The Judges for the Stake shall be three (3) in number, shall be appointed by
the Field Trial Committee from Amateurs, thoroughly experienced in handling
and training of retrievers and in the requirements of retriever work, and their
decision shall be final. The Field Trial Committee may fill any vacancies
occurring in the list of the judges. There is no residence requirement in the
selection of judges. However, it is contemplated that when, in the opinion of the
Field Trial Committee, such a course would in no way adversely affect the
Stake, the three judges would ordinarily be selected from the three zones,
respectively, other than that in which the National Amateur Championship
Stake, for which the judges are selected, is to be held.

505 Contestants are limited to the entrants who have paid a fee determined by
the Field Trial Committee, and who are;

A Winner of the Previous National Championship Amateur Stake, or

B. The winner of the National Championship Stake held during the preceding
year, provided that the dog was handled by an amateur in that Stake, or

C. Retrievers which when handled by an Amateur win a first place carrying five
championship points, plus two additional championship points in Open,
Restricted, Special, Limited All-Age, or Amateur All-Age Stakes in American
Kennel Club Member Trials, or trials licensed by the American Kennel Club
during the period for qualifying, as outlined in 5.06 hereof provided that said
Clubs are a member in good standing with the National Amateur Retriever
Club.

D. Winner of most recent Canadian National Amateur Championship Stake held
Under Canadian Kennel Club rules and the winner of the Canadian National
Stake if the dog is handled by an amateur.

E. Qualified by a current year NARC judge deferring the qualification of his/her
dog/dogs to the year following his/her judging assignment. A dog who qualifies



5.06

5.07

for the National Amateur Stake is not eligible to be entered or compete if a judge
of the stake or any member of his/her family has owned, sold, held under lease,
boarded, (expect as a veterinarian incidental to veterinarian care), trained the dog
or handled the dog at more than two trials within one year prior to the starting
date of the trials or if the judge or any member of his/her family holds a direct
financial interest contingent upon the dog’s performance. The words “any
member of his/her family” shall include a spouse, sibling, a parent or a child,
whether natural or adopted, of the judge in question; but shall not extend to other
blood and legal relationships. Dogs not affected by these restrictions will be
eligible to enter and compete the following year in the National Amateur
Championship Stake.

All placements in trials held by clubs in good standing which run no later than
the weekend preceding The National Amateur Championship Stake shall be
considered in determining eligibility for The National Amateur Championship
Stake however, if there are infrequent and nonrecurring events, including but
not limited to pandemics or natural disasters, that would cause the cancellation
of the Championship Stake for a particular year, the Board of Directors can in
its collective discretion, carry over to the succeeding year qualified dogs and/or
points from trials of members in good standing from the preceding year in which
the Championship Stake was canceled.

The following requirements shall be observed in the Stake:

_ Each contestant shall complete ten series, equally divided between land

and water unless the judges deem additional series on either land or water are
necessary. Work of contestants on land or on water shall be considered of equal
importance, and no greater credit given the one than the other.

The order of running may be changed at any time by the judges from that

established by the draw to such extent as in the discretion of the judges will
prevent favoritism or prejudice which might arise if the order to the draw
were adhered to.

The elimination of contestants shall be governed by the American Kennel Club’s
standard procedure for non-slip Retriever trials. Contestants not eliminated by
this procedure shall compete in all series on both land and water; provided,
however, that the judges by unanimous decision may eliminate any contestant
considered unworthy of further trial.

Places and Prizes: Only one dog shall be placed, namely the winner. No
cash prizes shall be awarded, but the winner and the handler of the winner
may be awarded such trophies as the members of the corporation and the
Field Trial Committee may determine before the Stake.



AMENDMENTS

6.01 These By-Laws may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of the members
represented at any meeting; provided that the vote for an amendment shall
represent no less than a majority of the membership. Whenever two (2) or more
member clubs in good standing, or the Chairman of any committee of this
corporation, present to the Board of Directors a written proposal for a specific
proposed amendment of these By-Laws by filing the same with the Secretary-
Treasurer at least twenty (20) days prior to the annual meeting, it shall be the
duty of the Board of Directors to present a resolution to said annual Meeting
embodying the proposed amendment, and the Secretary shall mail a copy of
the proposed amendment to each member and delegate with the notice of the
meeting.

For the Board:

Secretary & Treasurer, National Amateur Retriever Club
June 13, 2025

Jim Rickoff, President

Sonya Harrigfeld-Jackson, 1%t Vice President
Joel Harris, 2" Vice President

Mitch Brown, 3 Vice President



